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New push in N.Y. to force 
gunmakers to adopt 
microstamping 


By MARINA VILLENEUVE and MAYSOON KHAN 
Associated Press/Report for America 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New York this week became the 
second state to enact a law intended to force firearms 
manufacturers to adopt microstamping, a technology in 
which guns imprint tiny codes on ammunition cartridges 
as they are fired — creating a unique signature police 
could use to help solve crimes. Big questions remain, 
though, about whether the new law will actually result 
in such guns being offered for sale. California passed a 
similar law 15 years ago, and since then no handgun ca- 
pable of microstamping has been introduced for sale in 
that state. Instead, gunmakers have pulled new hand- 
gun models from the California market rather than equip 
them with the technology, which critics say is costly, un- 
workable and of questionable valuable as a crimefight- 
ing tool. Both states are now trying new tactics to pressure 
manufacturers. Backers of New York's new law say it has A bullet casing showing identification codes, at center, is shown through a microscope at a news 
a chance to succeed where California initially failed. conference at the Los Angeles Police Academy, Aug. 14, 2007. 

Continued on Page 2 Associated Press 
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New push in N.Y. to force gunmakers to adopt microstamping 


New York Governor Kathy Hochul, left, talks with Congressman Tom Suozzi, D-N.Y, before the New York’s governor primary debate 
at the studios of WCBS2-TV, Tuesday, June 7, 2022, in New York. 
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“The New York legislature 
has set up a more robust 
system that will produce 
a set of conditions and 
evaluations that doesn’t 
rely on the gun industry to 
give them a thumbs up or 
thumbs down,” said David 
Pucino, of the Giffords Law 
Center to Prevent Gun Vio- 
lence. 

A pair of engineers in New 
Hampshire are credited 
with inventing microstamp- 
ing as a potential law en- 
forcement tool three de- 
cades ago. The process 
involves engraving a serial 
number inside the firearm, 
on the tip of the firing pin or 
breech face. 

When the gun fires, that 
unique number or code is 
stamped on the shell cas- 
ing. Law enforcement in- 
vestigators could then pick 
up casings at crime scenes 
and turn to a database 
that could indicate which 
gun fired the round and 
where that weapon was 
last sold by a licensed fire- 
arms dealer. 

“The issue here is providing 
a forensic tool to identify 


a firearm when a firearm is 
not recovered,” said micro- 
stamping co-inventor Todd 
Lizotte. 

Peter Diaczuk, a_ firearms 
expert with John Jay Col- 
lege of Criminal Justice, 
said there are unanswered 
issues that still need to be re- 
solved before microstamp- 
ing becomes a valuable 
law enforcement tool. It’s 
unclear, for example, who 
would maintain any data- 
base capable of linking se- 
rial numbers on recovered 
shell casings to firearms. 
Diaczuk said he’s also wor- 
ried about a lack of re- 
search on microstamping 
and how long the engrav- 
ing technology lasts before 
it wears out. He said wor- 
ried supporters are exag- 
gerating how well micro- 
stamping is proven to work. 
“This is absolutely not a 
panacea, not a magic bul- 
let that’s going to make 
gun crime go down dra- 
matically,” Diazczuk said. 
But gun control groups say 
the technology could still 
be a valuable law enforce- 
ment tool. 

“The firearm, gun industry 
has set up an idea that it 


has to work 100% all of the 
time, and that’s not a real- 
ity for any technology we 
have,” said Ari Davis of the 
Coalition to Stop Gun Vio- 
lence. 

California’s law, passed 
in 2007, was intended to 
phase in the technology by 
requiring it in all new hand- 
gun models. The law was 
stalled by legal challeng- 
es, but even after a court 
upheld it in 2018 — ruling 
microstamping was tech- 
nologically possible and 
reasonably affordable, at 
a cost of $3.00 to $10.00 
per gun — manufacturers 
balked. 

Rather than introduce new 
models, they have contin- 
ued to sell older designs 
previously approved for 
sale. 

“What the gun industry has 
done is said: ‘We're not go- 
ing to sell any new models 
of guns that fall under the 
statute,’” said Dru Steven- 
son, a firearms policy ex- 
pert and professor at South 
Texas College of Law Hous- 
ton. “The problem with the 
statute is that it grandfa- 
thered in too many existing 
models.” 


Associated Press 


California lawmakers are 
now trying tweaks. New 
weapons used by law en- 
forcement agencies in the 
state must utilize micro- 
stamping starting in 2023. 
Another law would gradu- 
ally whittle down the list of 
noncompliant handguns 
approved for sale in Calli- 
fornia by removing three 
older models for every new, 
microstamp-equipped 
model put into the market, 
starting July 1. 

New York’s law takes a 
different approach. Its mi- 
crostamping law covers alll 
newly manufactured hand- 
guns, not just new models, 
meaning gunmakers would 
only be able to bypass the 
rule until they depleted ex- 
isting stock. 

The gun lobby has contin- 
ved to argue that the costs 
and challenges of adopt- 
ing microstamping are 
much steeper than sup- 
porters portray. 

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation says 
the technology actually 
costs $200 per gun. Ruger 
CEO Michael O. Fifer told 
investors in October 2014 
that the gun manufactur- 


er couldn't make micro- 
stamping work. 

Gun advocacy groups 
have argued that criminals 
could switch out handgun 
parts to avoid microstamp- 
ing. 

“It is too easy to modify, 
too easy to make changes 
so the numbers wouldn’t 
be visible,” New York State 
Rifle and Pistol Association 
Executive Director Tom King 
said. “The reason the state 
is doing this is because fire- 
arm manufacturers said 
they wouldn't make mi- 
crostamping pistols for one 
state. This is a backdoor 
method for banning fire- 
arms in New York.” 

The industry has argued 
that the market for semiau- 
tomatic pistols in California 
is so lucrative, no rational 
business would sacrifice it 
unless it really couldn't find 
a way to implement the 
technology. 

Half a dozen gun manu- 
facturers, including Ruger 
and Smith & Wesson, didn’t 
resoond to emailed re- 
quests for comment about 
whether they'll adopt the 
technology for guns sold in 
New York. 

The law’s supporters hope 
the market pressure cre- 
ated by two big states will 
be enough to get gunmak- 
ers to adopt the technol- 
ogy. New York alone sees 
monthly sales of nearly 
10,000 firearms that could 
eventually fall under the 
law, according to Chris- 
tian Heyne, vice president 
of the gun control group 
Brady. 

“The ripple effect of being 
able to force the industry to 
use this technology could 
have dramatic impacts 
across the country,” Heyne 
said. 

Whatever changes hap- 
pen won't come quickly. 
New York envisions a slow 
roll-out for its new law. 
State officials will spend 
six months investigating 
whether microstamping is 
as technologically viable 
as its supporters claim. If 
the answer is “yes,” the 
state has given itself four 
years to set up regulations. 
After that, dealers who sell 
firearms that violate the law 
could face fines or the loss 
of their license.) 
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Salvadoran leader rebuffs Blinken effort to bolster summit 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN and 
JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — It was 
the sort of diplomatic rebuff 
a small country like El Salva- 
dor generally can rarely af- 
ford to make. 

In the run-up to this week’s 
Summit of Americas in Los 
Angeles, senior U.S. offi- 
cials frantically worked the 
phones seeking to boost 
attendance amid threats 
of a boycott from Mexico's 
president and other leftist 
leaders over the exclusion 
of Cuba, Nicaragua and 
Venezuela. 

Among those efforts, the 
State Department sent a 
message that Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken want- 
ed to speak with President 
Nayib Bukele last weekend, 
a rare show of comity from 
a Biden administration that 
for months had been blast- 
ing the Central American 
leader as a power-hungry 
populist. 

“Participating in the Sum- 
mit is a very good opportu- 
nity for President Bukele to 
explain his perspective to 
the Salvadoran community 
in LA and Joe Biden,” Assis- 
tant Secretary of State Brian 
Nichols wrote in a message 
to Bukele’s ambassador in 
Washington. 

In the end, Bukele didn’t 
take the bait and the calll 
never happened, said two 
people close to the Salva- 
doran president, who _ in- 


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a meeting with Panamanian Foreign Minister 
Erika Mouynes and Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Melanie Joly as the Summit of the Americas 
continues in Los Angeles, Wednesday, June 8, 2022. 


sisted on being given ano- 
nymity to discuss sensitive 
diplomatic dealings. 
Another request to set up 
a call with Blinken, made 
through the U.S. Embassy in 
San Salvador, was similarly 
rebuffed, according to the 
two people, one of whom 
showed The Associated 
Press a copy of the mes- 
sages. 

The concerted effort by 
Blinken to reach out to one 
of the Biden administra- 
tion’s frequent targets in 
Latin America underscores 
the lengths to which U.S. 
officials went to avoid an 


embarrassing flop at the 
summit. 

It also demonstrates how 
controversial leaders like 
Bukele, who skirted criticism 
from the Trump administra- 
tion in exchange for whole- 
sale support of its crack- 
down on migration, have 
struggled to adjust to a re- 
turn to a traditional foreign 
policy under Biden. 

Bukele is one of 11 Western 
Hemisphere leaders who 
have stayed away from 
the summit, which is taking 
place on U.S. soil for the first 
time since it was launched 
in 1994. 


Associated Press 


Some, like the leaders of 
Mexico, Honduras and 
Grenada, are doing so to 
protest the exclusion of 
fellow leftists from Cuba, 
Nicaragua and Venezu- 
ela. Others, like Bukele and 
Guatemala’s Alejandro 
Giammattei, are frustrated 
with Washington’s — finger 
wagging over corruption 
and human rights abuses. 

“It’s clear the Biden ad- 
ministration wasn't sensi- 
tive to how these leaders 
were feeling,” said Michael 
Shifter, who recently retired 
as head of the Washing- 
ton-based_ Inter-American 


Dialogue. “You can be 
tough on corruption, but 
there’s a tradeoff, and you 
shouldn't expect others to 
play along just because 
there's a phone call from 
the White House. That’s the 
reality that the Biden team 
doesn’t really grasp.” 
Shifter pointed out that 
both Bukele and Giam- 
mattei were not among 
the more than 100 leaders 
invited to attend last year’s 
Summit for Democracy, 
which included leaders of 
authoritarian bent like Bra- 
zil’s Jair Bolsonaro and Ro- 
drigo Duterte of the Philip- 
pines. 

“These are things these 
leaders don't forget,” Shift- 
er said. 

The State Department de- 
clined to comment when 
asked Thursday about the 
outreach to Bukele. 

But Bukele’s lack of a re- 
sponse to Blinken’s request 
for a phone call convinced 
U.S. officials there wasn’t 
much they could do to im- 
prove relations and the U.S. 
eventually dropped the 
diplomatic outreach, said 
a person familiar with the 
effort. 

Bukele has won_§ strong 
support from Salvadorans 
by taking a tough stance 
against gangs and going 
after traditional politicians 
in charge during decades 
of corrupt rule that fol- 
lowed the end of the coun- 
try’s bloody civil war.) 


U.S. Military: 5 Marines killed in aircraft 
crash in desert 


By JULIE WATSON and 
LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — All five 
Marines on board an Os- 
prey aircraft were killed 
when it crashed in the 
California desert near the 
Arizona border, the Marine 
Corps said Thursday, a day 
after the accident. 

The MV-22 Osprey went 
down at 12:25 p.m. 
Wednesday during training 
in a remote area in Imperial 
County near the commv- 
nity of Glamis, about 115 
miles (185 kilometers) east 
of San Diego and about 50 
miles (80 kilometers) from 


Yuma, Arizona. 

The aircraft was based at 
Camp Pendleton with Ma- 
rine Aircraft Group 39 and 
was part of the 3rd Marine 
Aircraft Wing headquar- 
tered at Marine Corps Air 
Station Miramar in San Di- 
ego. 

“We mourn the loss of our 
Marines in this tragic mis- 
hap,” Maj. Gen. Bradford J. 
Gering, commanding gen- 
eral of the 3rd Marine Aijr- 
craft Wing, said in a state- 
ment. “Our hearts go out 
to their families and friends 
as they cope with this trag- 
edy.” 

The statement said as a 


matter of policy, the Marine 
Corps would be contact- 
ing family members before 
identifying those who were 
killed. Efforts to recover 
equipment were underway 
and an investigation into 
the cause of the crash has 
started. No additional de- 
tails were provided in the 
Marine Corps statement. 
The Marines were partici- 
pating in a routine live-fire 
training over their gunnery 
range in the Imperial Val- 
ley desert, said Marine Mqj. 
Mason Englehart, spokes- 
person for the 3rd Marine 
Aircraft Wing. 

The Osprey, a hybrid air- 


A MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft flies at Marine Corps Air Facility 
at Marine Corps Base in Quantico, Va., on on Aug. 3, 2012. 
Associated Press 


plane and helicopter, flew 
in the wars in Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan but has been 
criticized by some as un- 
safe. It is designed to take 
off like a helicopter, rotate 
its propellers to a horizontal 
position and cruise like an 


airplane. 

Versions of the aircraft are 
flown by the Marine Corps, 
Navy and Ajr Force. 

Prior to Wednesday's 
crash, Osprey crashes had 
caused 46 deaths, the Los 
Angeles Times reported.L) 
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Replacing benefits of Snake River dams would cost billions 


By NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS 
Associated Press 
SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — 
The benefits provided by 
four giant hydroelectric 
dams on the lower Snake 
River in Washington state 
can be replaced if the 
dams are breached to 
save endangered salmon 
runs, according to a new 
report released Thursday. 
But it would be expensive. 
Finding other ways to pro- 
vide electricity, irrigation 
and enabling commerce 
would cost between $10.3 
billion and $27.2 billion, said 
the report commissioned 
by Washington Gov. Jay In- 
slee, a Democrat, and U.S. 
Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash. 
The draft report does not 
make any recommenda- 
tions on whether the four 
dams should be breached. 
A decision on that divisive 
issue is expected later. In- 
stead, the report allows 
the public, tribes, river users 
and other stakeholders to 
provide input over the next 
month that will inform that 
decision. 

“We continue to approach 
the question of breaching 
with open minds and with- 
out a predetermined de- 
cision,” Inslee and Murray 
said in a press release. 
“Every community in the 
Pacific Northwest knows 


Colfax, Wash. 


the value and importance 
of our iconic salmon runs— 
and every community rec- 
ognizes the importance of 
salmon to our economy 
and cultural heritage,” 
they said. “We each re- 
main firmly committed to 
saving our salmon.” 

Breaching the dams would 
significantly improve the 
ability of salmon and steel- 
head to swim from their in- 
land spawning grounds to 
the Pacific Ocean, where 
they spend most of their 
lives, and then back to their 


In this May 15, 2019 photo, the Lower Granite Dam on the Snake River is seen from the air near 


original spawning grounds 
to procreate and die, the 
report said. 

Major benefits of the dams 
include making the Snake 
River navigable up to 
Lewiston, Idaho, allowing 
barges to carry wheat and 
other crops to ocean ports. 
Eliminating the dams would 
require truck and rail trans- 
portation improvements 
to move crops, the report 
said. 

The dams also generate 
electricity, provide irriga- 
tion water for farmers and 


Associated Press 


recreation opportunities for 
people, the report said. 
The dams have many sup- 
porters, including two GOP 
members of Congress rep- 
resenting eastern Washing- 
ton state. The dams are also 
supported by barge com- 
panies, farmers and other 
business interests. Breach- 
ing them would require an 
act of Congress. 
Republican U.S. Reps. Dan 
Newhouse and Cathy Mc- 
Morris Rodgers of eastern 
Washington introduced 
a bill on Thursday to pro- 


tect the dams, which are 
located in their districts. 
“Breaching the four lower 
Snake River dams would be 
harmful to our Communi- 
ties, Our environment, and 
our economy,” Newhouse 
said. 

“What’s alarming is trying 
to breach them at a time 
when families in Eastern 
Washington are paying re- 
cord-high energy costs just 
to keep the lights on this 
summer,” McMorris Rodg- 
ers said. 

But the chairman of the 
Yakama Nation said the 
dams must be breached. 
“Our people are salmon 
people,” said tribal council 
chairman Delano Saluskin. 
“When the salmon thrive, 
we thrive; but when they 
suffer, our people suffer 
too.” Exploring the Colum- 
bia River Basin in 1805, Lew- 
is and Clark wrote of wa- 
terways so full with salmon 
that you could all but walk 
across on their backs. 

In the late 1800s, up to 16 
million salmon and _ steel- 
head returned to the Co- 
lumbia River Basin every 
year to spawn. Over the 
next century and a half, 
overfishing whittled that 
number down. By the early 
1950s, just under 130,000 
Chinook were returning to 
the Snake River.) 


Law enforcement officials stand near the scene of a shooting 
at Columbia Machine, Inc., in Smithsburg, Md., Thursday, Jan. 
9, 2022. 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 
SMITHSBURG, Md. (AP) — A 
man opened fire at a man- 
ufacturing business in rural 
western Maryland on Thurs- 
day, killing three people 
before the suspect and a 


Associated Press 


state trooper were wound- 
ed in a shootout, authorities 
said. 

The Washington County 
Sheriff's Office said in a 
news release that three 
victims were found dead 
at Columbia Machine Inc. 


Authorities: 3 dead, trooper wounded 
in Maryland shooting 


in Smithsburg and a fourth 
victim was critically injured. 
The suspect then fled in a 
vehicle and was tracked 
down by Maryland State 
Police, according to the 
news release. 

The suspect and a trooper 
were wounded in an ex- 
change of gunfire, the 
sheriff's office said. Both 
were being treated for their 
injuries. Gov. Larry Hogan, 
who was briefed on the 
shooting, said that the man 
opened fire on troopers 
before at least one officer 
returned fire and wounded 
the suspect. 

“The suspect fired and 
shot the state trooper in 
the shoulder, who then re- 


turned fire and shot him,” 
Hogan told reporters. 
Authorities did not have in- 
formation on whether the 
suspect and victims were 
employees of the compa- 
ny where the shooting took 
place, Sheriff's Office Sgf. 
Carly Hose said at a news 
conference. 

Family members of workers 
at the manufacturer were 
gathering at a fire station 
in} downtown Smithsburg 
Thursday evening  wait- 
ing for information on their 
loved ones. 

They declined to speak to 
a reporter. 

Several hours after 
shooting, numerous 
enforcement officers 


the 
law 
re- 


mained at the scene. Po- 
lice had closed off the road 
that runs past the Columbia 
Machine Inc. facility, and 
yellow tape blew in the 
wind outside the business. 
Messages left seeking com- 
ment with the company 
weren't immediately  re- 
turned. 

Smithsburg, a community 
of nearly 3,000 people, is 
just west of the Camp Da- 
vid presidential retreat and 
about 75 miles (120 kilome- 
ters) northwest of Baltimore. 
The manufacturing  facil- 
ity was in a sparsely Popu- 
lated area northeast of 
the town’s center with a 
church, several businesses 
and farmland nearby.) 


By LAURIE KELLMAN and 
MATTHEW LEE 

JERUSALEM (AP) — The Unit- 
ed States is restoring a line 
of communication for the 
Palestinians that had been 
canceled by the Trump ad- 
ministration. 

The move, announced 
Thursday before a possible 
visit by President Joe Biden 
to Israel and the occupied 
West Bank, is bureaucratic 
in nature. But it means the 
Palestinians will deal di- 
rectly with the U.S. State 
Department in Washington 
rather than first go through 
the American ambassador 
to Israel. 

In a statement, the new- 
ly renamed office said 
the move was meant to 
“strengthen our diplomatic 
reporting and public diplo- 
macy engagement.” 

“We felt that it was im- 
portant to reintroduce 
separate reporting — lines 
to Washington on_ Israeli 
and Palestinian issues, by 
our respective teams on 
the ground that focus on 
these issues,” according to 
the statement, which also 
said the U.S. was reinstat- 
ing a system in place for 
decades before President 
Donald Trump’s decision. 

The move had been ex- 
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Biden administration takes step to bolster Palestinian ties 


A USS. flag flies at the United States consulate building in Jerusalem, March 4, 2019. 


pected for months and the 
announcement had been 
postponed several times. 
But it falls short of Biden ad- 
ministration pledges and 
Palestinian demands for 
the U.S. to reopen its consul- 
ate in Jerusalem, which for 
decades had _ functioned 
as a de facto U.S. Embassy 
to the Palestinians. 

Both the Palestinian Author- 
ity and Israel declined to 
comment. 

The Trump administration 


shuttered that consulate in 
one of a series of contro- 
versial moves that favored 
Israel over the Palestinians. 
Those steps included rec- 
ognizing Jerusalem as Is- 
rael’s capital despite Pales- 
tinian claims that east Jeru- 
salem become the capital 
of an eventual state, and 
moving the U.S. Embassy to 
the holy city from Tel Aviv. 

Under Biden, U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken has 
repeatedly promised to re- 


Associated Press 


open the Jerusalem consul- 
ate, which was established 
in 1844, well before the cre- 
ation of the state of Israel. 
But Israel says such a move 
would challenge its sover- 
eignty over the city. 

It was thought that such 
a reopening could help 
mend U.S. ties with the 
Palestinians that were rup- 
tured under Trump. The U.S. 
has so far failed to reopen 
the consulate, apparent- 
ly in fear of upsetting ties 


with Israel or destabilizing 
its fragile coalition govern- 
ment. 

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett has said there was 
no room in Jerusalem for 
another American mission. 
The Palestinian Foreign 
Ministry said it views the re- 
opening of the consulate 
as part of the international 
community’s commitments 
to ending Israel’s decades- 
long occupation of territo- 
ries the Palestinians seek for 
their future state. 

Dan Shapiro, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Israel who is 
now a distinguished fellow 
with the Atlantic Council, 
called Thursday’s move “an 
interim step by the Biden 
administration toward re- 
establishing a consulate in 
Jerusalem.” 

The Biden administration 
has already moved to im- 
prove ties with the Pales- 
tinians, in part by restor- 
ing U.S. assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority and 
funding to the U.N. agency 
that deals with Palestinian 
refugees. It has also looked 
into ways that the Palestin- 
ian mission to Washington, 
closed under Trump, could 
be reopened, although 
there are congressional 
hurdles to such a step.) 


Activists decry French retailer over Amazon deforestation 


By JADE LE DELEY 
Associated Press 

PARIS (AP) — A Paris judge 
on Thursday ordered a me- 
diation process to settle a 
legal dispute pitting envi- 
ronmental groups and rep- 
resentatives of Brazil’s Indig- 
enous community against 
a major French retailer ac- 
cused of selling beef linked 
to deforestation and land 
grabs in the Amazon rain- 
forest. Several leading In- 
digenous representatives, 
including some wearing 
traditional headadresses, 
traveled from Brazil to the 
main Paris courthouse, 
where they held a demon- 
stration to denounce inter- 
national threats to their ter- 
ritories and attract public 
attention to cattle farming 
practices in the Amazon. 
Climate groups and Indige- 
nous activists filed a lawsuit 


last year against France's 
Casino Group, which has 
supermarkets around the 
world, accusing it of violat- 
ing human rights and envi- 
ronmental rules. 

At a court hearing Thurs- 
day, the judge ordered 
both parties to try to reach 


an agreement by Sept. 15 
through a confidential me- 
diation process. If no agree- 
ment can be reached, the 
case will go to trial. 

“We will meet with the me- 
diator before the end of 
July and see if we can start 
a mediation process upon 


Indigenous representatives from Brazil protest outside Paris 
courthouse, in Paris, Thursday, June 9, 2022. 


Associated Press 


analyzing the Casino pro- 
posals,” said Sebastien Ma- 
bile, a lawyer for one of the 
environmental groups. 

Casino Group lawyers Sé- 
bastien Shapira and Thom- 
as Rouhette told The Associ- 
ated Press that the France- 
based supermarket chain 
“satisfied” with the judge’s 
move and has always 
been open to discussion. 
The company said it is “un- 
doubtedly one of the com- 
panies most advanced in 
combating deforestation,” 
without elaborating on 
measures it takes to do so. 
For the Indigenous move- 
ment, the lawsuit against 
Casino Group is an attempt 
to hold someone account- 
able for buying cattle they 
say is raised illegally in their 
territory, with activists warn- 
ing that far-right Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro’s 


government policies are 
further threatening — indig- 
enous lands. 


Since taking office in 2019, 
Bolsonaro has repeatedly 
said that Indigenous peo- 
ples have too much land, 
saying he would revise de- 
marcations, even though 
sucha move is forbidden by 
law. Cattle ranching is one 
of the main drivers of defor- 
estation in Brazil’s Amazon, 
with levels reaching record 
highs earlier this year. More 
than 1,000 square kilome- 
ters (nearly 400 square 
miles) were deforested in 
April, according to satel- 
lite alerts. The biome holds 
about 57 million hectares 
(140.8 million acres) of pas- 
ture, an area slightly larger 
than France, according to 
MapBiomas, a network of 
nonprofits, universities and 
technology startups.) 
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Thailand makes marijuana legal, but smoking discouraged 


By TASSANEE VEJPONGSA 
and GRANT PECK 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand 
made it legal to cultivate 
and possess marijuana as 
of Thursday, like a dream 
come true for an aging 
generation of pot smokers 
who recall the kick deliv- 
ered by the legendary Thai 
Stick variety. 

The public health minister’s 
plan to distribute 1 million 
marijuana seedlings, be- 
ginning Friday, has added 
to the impression that Thai- 
land is turning into a weed 
wonderland. 

The decision by the Food 
and Drug Administration 
to remove all of the plant 
from the category of nar- 
cotic drugs makes Thai- 
land the first nation in Asia 
to decriminalize marijuana 
for medical and _ industrial 
use. But it is not following 
the examples of Uruguay 
and Canada, the only two 
countries so far that have 
legalized recreational mari- 
juana on a national basis. 
So far, it appears there will 
be no effort to police what 
people can grow and 
smoke at home, aside from 
registering to do so and de- 
claring it is for medical pur- 
poses. 

Some Thai advocates cel- 
ebrated on Thursday by 
buying marijuana at a café 
that had previously been 
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Entrepreneurs tour a cannabis farm in Chonburi province, eastern Thailand on June 5, 2022. 


limited to selling products 
made from the parts of 
the plant that do not get 
people high. The dozen 
or so people who turned 
up early at the Highland 
Café were able to choose 
from a variety of buds with 
names such as Sugarcane, 
Bubblegum, Purple Afghani 
and UFO. 

“Il can say it out loud, that 
| am a cannabis smoker. | 
don't need to hide like in 
the past when it was brand- 
ed as a illegal drug,” said 
24-year-old Rittipnong Bach- 
kul, the day’s first customer. 
Marijuana is also known as 


cannabis or ganja in Thai- 
land. 

“As far as the government 
is concerned, it’s their job 
to promote medical use 
only. 

But it is pretty clear that we 
have come very far and fi- 
nally are legalizing its use. 
The government  under- 
stands that it’s more pros 
than cons,” said Rattapon 
Sanrak, the café’s co-own- 
er and a longtime legaliza- 
tion activist. 

The country is known for its 
Thai Stick variety, which is 
named after the way its po- 
tent flowers are dried and 
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tied into sticks and is the 
origin of many strains now 
grown overseas. 

Thailand’s government has 
warned that those eager to 
light Up for fun that smoking 
in public could still be con- 
sidered a nuisance, subject 
to a potential 3-month jail 
sentence and 25,000 baht 
($780) fine. And marijuana 
extracts, such as oil, remain 
illegal if they contain more 
than 0.2% of tetrahydro- 
cannabinol, or THC, the 
chemical that makes peo- 
ple high. 

Tourists should proceed 
cautiously until the rules be- 


come clearer after a new 
cannabis law is passed, 
said Prof. Sarana Sommano 
of Chiang Mai University’s 
Department of Plant and 
Soil Sciences. 

“There are still risks. The 
problem is that cannabis 
is no longer considered a 
narcotic but there are no 
ministry regulations and 
rules governing the use of 
it,” she said. “There is no 
mention of limits on use, 
drug-impaired driving laws. 
This could be a mistake 
by the government in try- 
ing to rush out its policy to 
please voters without really 
planning the details and 
explaining to the public 
what's going on,” 

Thailand mainly wants to 
make a splash in the mar- 
ket for medical marijuana. 
It already has a well-de- 
veloped medical tourism 
industry and its tropical cli- 
mate is ideal for growing 
cannabis. 

“We should know how 
to use cannabis,” Pub- 
lic Health Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul, @ marijuana 
booster, said recently. “If 
we have the right aware- 
ness, cannabis is like gold, 
something valuable, and 
should be promoted.” 
Some immediate benefi- 
ciaries of the change are 
people who have been 
locked up for breaking the 
old law. L) 


Flood waters sweep through the ancient town of Feng Huang in 
central China’s Hunan province, Saturday, June 4, 2022. 
Associated Press 


BEIJING (AP) — At least 
17 people were killed and 
four are missing after flood- 
ing hit the central Chinese 
province of Hunan and a 
landslide buried parts of 
several villages in the south- 


ern Guangxi region, state 
media reported. 

Storms have pummeled 
Hunan since the beginning 
of the month, with some 
monitoring stations report- 
ing historic levels of rainfall, 


Flooding, landslides in China leave 17 
dead, 4 missing 


the Xinhua News Agency 
said late Wednesday. 

As of late Thursday, 10 peo- 
ple were reported dead 
and three missing in the 
floods that have affected 
around 1.8 million people in 
the largely rural, mountain- 
ous province, Xinhua said. 
It said 286,000 people have 
been evacuated to safety 
and more than 2,700 hous- 
es have been damaged or 
collapsed entirely. 

In Guangxi, rescue crews 
were still looking Thursday 
for survivors in several vil- 
lages in the area of Beiliu 
city, where days of rain left 
hillsides waterlogged and 


prone to slippages, Xinhua 
said. Seven people were 
confirmed dead in the 
landslides, one was miss- 
ing and at least one person 
was pulled out alive. 


Authorities have — issued 
warnings of continued 
heavy downpours in 


Guangxi and the nearby 
provinces of Jiangxi, Fujian, 
Guangdong, Hainan, Sich- 
van, Chongqing and Yun- 
nan, Xinhua said. 

China regularly experienc- 
es flooding during the sum- 
mer months, most frequent- 
ly in central and southern 
areas that tend to receive 
the most rainfall. 


China's worst floods in re- 
cent years were in 1998, 
when more than 2,000 peo- 
ple died and almost 3 mil- 
lion homes were destroyed, 
mostly along the Yangize, 
China's mightiest river. 

The government has invest- 
ed heavily in flood control 
and hydroelectric projects 
such as the gargantuan 
Three Gorges Dam on the 
Yangize. 

Globally, more intense trop- 
ical storms are on the rise as 
a result of climate change, 
leading to increased flood- 
ing that threatens human 
lives, crops and groundwa- 
ter quality.) 


By EDGAR H. CLEMENTE 
Associated Press 

VILLA COMALTITLAN, Mex- 
ico (AP) — A group of 
migrants that once num- 
bered as many as 5,000 split 
on Thursday about whether 
to keeping walking through 
southern Mexico toward 
the U.S. border. 

A group of about 2,000 
mainly younger male mi- 
grants set out walking Thurs- 
day from the southern town 
of Huixtla. 

But throngs of families with 
children decided to wait in 
Huixtla to see if they could 
get some sort of temporary 
exit visa. The families were 
tired after walking some 25 
miles since departing the 
city of Tapachula, near the 
Guatemalan border, on 
Monday. The goal of almost 
all the migrants is to reach 
the U.S. border. But none 
of the migrant caravans 
that have crossed Mexico 
starting in 2018 have ever 
walked all the way to the 
border, which is over 1,000 
miles to the north. 

While some caravan par- 
ticipants reached the bor- 
der in the past, it was due 
to bus or car rides which 
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Migrants walk on the high 
June 9, 2022. 


the government now tries 
to prevent. 

Venezuelan migrant Junior 
Ramirez waited for papers 
with about 15 members of 
his extended family at a 
National Immigration Insti- 
tute post outside Huixtla, 
where the migrants slept 
in the open air on Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 


veh 


way toward the exit to Huixtla, Chiapas state, Mexico, early Thursday, 
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Migrants split on whether to keep walking through Mexico 


“Up to now they haven't 
told us whether they are 
going to give them to us,” 
Ramirez said. “Other mi- 
grants have gotten them 
and left. All we want to do 
is keep going.” 

Luis Garcia Villagran, a mi- 
grant advocate traveling 
with the caravan, said Mex- 
ican authorities have been 
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giving out the equivalent 
of exit visas, which give mi- 
grants between one and 
three months to leave the 
country. Theoretically, a mi- 
grant carrying such papers 
will either request asylum or 
leave Mexico presumably 
over the U.S. border and 
wouldn’t be sent back to 
their home country. 


Josué Mendoza Rojas and 
Josmar de Nazaret Cdrde- 
nas, two other Venezuelan 
migrants, were in the same 
situation in Huixtla, trying to 
decide whether to keep 
walking. 

“It’s all confused,” said 
Mendoza Rojas said, re- 
ferring to the fact that mi- 
grants had tried to draw up 
their own lists of who would 
be in line to get papers. 
“There are about 40 lists, 
and some people left with- 
out papers.” 

The couple left Venezu- 
ela two months ago with 
their 1-year-old child and 
applied for an asylum ap- 
pointment in Tapachula. 
But they couldn’t get an 
appointment until August, 
and without enough mon- 
ey to wait until then, they 
decided to leave and start 
walking north. 
Venezuelans make up a 
large proportion of this 
caravan, the biggest of the 
year, in contrast to previous 
ones. A factor appears to 
be a policy change imple- 
mented by Mexico in Janu- 
ary requiring Venezuelans 
to acquire a visa to enter 
the country.) 


Documents: Dominican minister slain over denied permits 


By MARTIN ADAMES 
Associated Press 

SANTO DOMINGO, Domini- 
can Republic (AP) — The 
childhood friend accused 
of fatally shooting the Do- 
minican Republic's Minister 
of Environment and Natv- 
ral Resources this week al- 
legedly did so because he 
was denied environmental 
permits he was seeking on 
behalf of various compa- 


nies, according to judi- 
cial documents obtained 
Wednesday. 


One of the permits that 
slain former minister Or- 
lando Jorge had denied 
had been submitted by his 
longtime friend and now 
suspect, Fausto Miguel de 
JesUs Cruz de la Mota, who 
served as intermediary be- 
tween the companies and 
the ministry. That particular 
permit involved a request 
to export 5,000 tons (4,500 
metric tons) of used batter- 
ies, according to the docu- 


ments obtained by The As- 
sociated Press. 

Those permits and others 
were found inside a brief- 
case the suspect was car- 
rying when the minister, 
who is the son of a former 
president, was shot six times 
at his office on Monday, 
the documents state. 


Authorities wrote that the 
suspect was bothered by 
that particular permit: “It 
had been denied, but they 
had resubmitted it.” 

Shortly after Monday’s kill- 
ing, police arrested Cruz at 
a church dozens of blocks 
away after telling a priest 
he committed a crime and 


In this photo provided by Diario Libre, The Dominican Republic’s 
Minister of the Environment and Natural Resources Orlando 
Jorge Mera poses for a publicity photo in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic, May 18, 2022. 
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handed over a gun to him. 
Authorities also state in the 
documents that Cruz alleg- 
edly took advantage of his 
ties with Jorge to seek en- 
vironmental permits given 
his support during the 2020 
campaign for the minis- 
ter’s Modern Revolutionary 
Party. Jorge, who was a 
founding member of that 
party, was appointed min- 
ister in August 2020. “Il cam- 
paigned, and they’re not 
helping me,” exclaimed 
Cruz when he arrived at the 
Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources before 
the shooting on the morn- 
ing of June 6, according to 
the documents. “The evi- 
dence shows that the ac- 
cused had been trying to 
obtain multiple permits but 
complained angrily that no 
one was helping him solve 
anything,” the Dominican 
Republic’s Department of 
Justice said in a statement. 
It also accused Cruz of 


threatening the legal ad- 
viser of the ministry less than 
a month ago. 

Authorities stated that after 
the shooting, they seized 
Cruz’s car and found a 9 
mm Uzi with two 30-round 
magazines each and 
$2,000 in cash, among oth- 
er things. Cruz is the son of 
Maj. General Fausto Miguel 
Cruz, who served as com- 
mander of the Dominican 
Republic’s Air Force from 
1988 to 1990, a spokes- 
woman told the AP. 

He is also a shareholder of 
a construction company 
and an armory. 
Meanwhile, Jorge, the 
slain minister, comes from 
a well-known political fam- 
ily. He is the son of former 
Dominican President Sal- 
vador Jorge Blanco and 
his sister is a vice minister in 
Abinader’s administration. 
Jorge’s son is a lawmaker 
for the Modern Revolution- 
ary Party.) 
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1 COVID-19 DVIS: 
It y Testing Center Result in 30 minutes! 
PCR / Antigen Test 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! § SAME DAY RESULT! 
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Locations: The Cove Mall (8:00 AM- 6:00 PM) Medcare near Courtyard by Marriott (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 


The Bulldog Aruba 
Open, warm and relaxed 


PALM BEACH - A combination of a cock- Aruba! The most recent addition to the 
tail bar, a restaurant and a gift shop on a_ world famous ‘Livingroom of Amsterdam’ 
tropical island, now that is something you by the Bulldog family. Located in the cen- 
need to try! We invite you to The Bulldog _ ter of Paseo Herencia Mall in Palm Beach. 


The Bulldog Aruba seats up to 110 people and provides 
guests with a refined selection of cocktails, smoothies 
and fine dining. With regular Karaoke Nights, live perfor- 
mances by bands and DJs, it is a relaxed place to go 
out and meet new people. Just like in Amsterdam, The 
Bulldog Aruba allows guests to taste the typical Bulldog 
atmosphere: inviting, pleasant and relaxed. An atmo- 
sphere that fits seamlessly with the Caribbean way of 
life. Without a doubt, this is The Livingroom of Aruba’. 


The history of The Bulldog goes back to 1975 when 
founder Henk de Vries took over his father's shop in 
Amsterdam's famous Red Light District and turned this 
place into the world's very first coffee shop. Today, The 
Bulldog is an international company with multiple loca- 
tions in Barcelona, Rome, Ibiza, Silver Star (Canada BC) 
and, of course, home base Amsterdam. 


highly recommended at +297 563-7951 or send an 


ras A. BAYAe email to orsine.wanga@thebulldog.com 


Roses are red, Violets are blue, Vodka is cheaper than 


i o ie Spec tacular | Tal dinner for two! 


~y 
Open from Monday to Sunday 


Weststraat 2 | O’Stad, Aruba | sales@harbourhousearuba.com om Sea y = ® 
WWW.HARBOURHOUSEARUBA.COM RX 


TH } We Ae Walk-ins are always welcome, but reservations are 
= vs 


Visit us and check it out for yoursell 


The Bulldog Aruba 


(+297) 594 6395 araeaee ne 


Participants of project 
Empowered Women 
Exporters received their 


certificates 


porters is a project launched by the De- 
partment of Economic Affairs, Commerce 
and Indusiry and its unit Exprodesk. 


The export coach of this project was Mrs. 
Taiana Mora of NEX Consulting. 


This project started in July 2019 and con- 
sisted of four steps. After almost three 
years, on Friday, June 3, 2022, a group of 
six women and one man completed this 
course. The Minister of Economic Affairs, 
Communications, and Sustainable Devel- 
opment, Mr. Geoffrey Wever, presented 
certificates to Ms. Valeria Gomez, Ms. Suzy 
Maduro, Ms. Sharina Gumbs, Ms. Vanessa 
Hollander, Mrs. Virginia Rasmijn, Ms. Osyth 
Henriquez, and Mr. Dave Martinus. 

The goal was to empower and guide 
women entrepreneurs in Aruba to do busi- 
ness by exporting products and services 
through training, workshops, and seminars. 


After this training, these entrepreneurs de- 
cided to create a strategic alliance. Their 
aim is to interchange knowledge and to 


30 minutes from 
7pm to Midnight! 


a wee 

help others with different projects. These 
participants drafted an Export Action Plan 
to export their products and services. In 
step 4, they went through an ‘Implemen- 
tation Lab", where they put into practice 
what they learned and gave presentations 
to help other women entrepreneurs to ex- 
pand their businesses. They also helped 
many business with the project 'We're 
Open for Business, during the pandemic. 


Exprodesk congratulates the participants 
of the ‘Empowered Women Exporters Proj- 
ect. It also invites all local entrepreneurs 
interested in expanding their business to 
know more about how they can also ex- 
port their products and services in the fu- 
ture by liking their Facebook page. 


Exprodesk will organize this year the semi- 
nar ‘Export Week 2022: Conquering New 
Horizons’, which takes place from June 27 
to July 1, 2022. For more information about 
‘Export Week 2022: Conquering New Ho- 
rizons’ and how to participate, you may 
contact Sharon Meijer via s.meijer@deaci. 
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We're giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
‘ to lucky slot and table 

game players every 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Open 
From 
Tel. 
Website 


Open 
From 
Tel. 
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Post Aruba emits its stamp series ‘Marine Life’ 
On a collaboration with Aruba National Park Foundation 


On June 8, 2021, which is 
World Oceans Day, Post 
Aruba N.V. emits its stamp 
series ‘Marine Life’. This 
emission was done in col- 
laboration with Aruba Na- 
tional Park Foundation 
through a nature photog- 
raphy competition held in 
December 2021. 


This stamp emission is ac- 
companied by a First Day 
Cover envelope that was 
designed by Mr. Armando 
Goedgedrag. 


Description of the stamps: 
Title: Green sea turtle; a lo- 
cal favorite 

At Arashi Reef, Aruba by 
photographer: Kanter Con- 
standse 


Photographer Caption: 
Locally turtles are prob- 
ably the most popular find 
for divers and_ snorkelers. 
This sea turtle was resting 
in a coral bed on a known 
feeding ground for turtles; 
Arashi Reef. The key to ap- 
proaching a turtle without 
disturbing it is a slow and 
low approach, breathing 
out slowly not to create 
any noise and = minimiz- 
ing movement. The turtle 
is framed with her natural 
protection surrounding her, 
and the coral on top of her 
like a symbolic crown to her 
beauty. 


Creature description: 
Green sea turtle 

The green sea turtle live 
throughout tropical and 
subtropical seas around 
the world, with two distinct 
populations in the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, but it 
is also found in the Indian 
Ocean. Globally, the larg- 
est populations of sea tur- 
tles are in the Great Barrier 
Reef in Australia, and the 
Caribbean Sea. 


The diet of green turtles 
changes with age. Juve- 
niles are carnivorous, but as 
they mature they become 
omnivorous. Young sea tur- 
tles eat fish eggs, mollusks, 
jellyfish, small invertebrates, 
worms, sponges, algae, 
and crustaceans. 

Green sea turtles have a 
relatively slow growth rate 
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because of the low nutri- 
tional value of their diet. 
Body fat turns green be- 
cause of the consumed 
vegetation. Their serrated 
jaw helps them chew al- 
gae and sea grasses. Most 
adult sea turtles are strictly 
herbivorous. 


Like other sea turtles, green 
sea _ turtles migrate long 
distances between feed- 
ing grounds and hatching 
beaches. Females crawl 
out on beaches, dig nests, 


and lay eggs during the 
night. Later, hatchlings 
emerge, and scramble 


into the water. Those that 
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reach uaiy may live to 
90 years in the wild. 


It is listed as endangered 
by the IUCN and CITES and 
is protected from exploita- 
tion in most countries. It is 
illegal to collect, harm, or 
kill them. In addition, many 
countries have laws and or- 
dinances to protect nesting 
areas. However, turtles are 
stillin danger due to human 
activity. In some countries, 
turtles and their eggs are 
still hunted for food. 

Pollution indirectly harms 
turtles at both popula- 
tion and individual scales. 
Many turtles die after being 
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a 
caught in fishing nets. In ad- 
dition, real estate develop- 
ment often causes habitat 
loss by eliminating nesting 
beaches. 


Title: "Face" of a Flamingo 
tongue 
At Arashi Reef, Aruba by 
photographer: Vasco v. 
Baselli 


Photographer Caption: 

It never ceases to amaze 
me how much beauty can 
be discovered when clos- 
ing in on the tiniest details 
of the underwater world. 
In this super macro image, 
the details of the "face" of 
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the Flamingo Tongue snail 
(Cyphoma Gibbosum) 
come to life, appearing 
almost to smile. Aruba, The 
One Happy Island, where 
even the Flamingo Tongues 
smile! 


Creature description: Fla- 
mingo tongue snail 

The flamingo tongue snail 
is Q@ species of small but 
brightly colored sea snail, 
that live in the tropical wa- 
ters of the western Atlantic 
Ocean, in the Caribbean 
Sea, the Gulf of Mexico, 
and off the Lesser Antilles. 
The flamingo tongue snail 
feeds by browsing on the 
living tissues of the soft cor- 
als on whichit lives. Adult fe- 
males attach eggs to coral 
which they have recently 
fed upon. After roughly 10 
days, the larvae hatch. 


Alive, the snail appears 
bright orange-yellow _ in 
color with black markings. 
However, these colors are 
not in the shell, but are only 
due to live mantle tissue 
which usually covers the 
shell. The mantle flaps can 
be retracted, exposing the 
shell, but this usually hap- 
pens only when the animal 
is attacked. 

This species used to be 
common, but it has be- 
come rather uncommon 
in heavily visited areas be- 
cause of over collecting by 
snorkelers and scuba div- 
ers, who make the mistake 
of thinking that the bright 
colors are in the shell of the 
animal.) 
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Savings incentives: How 401(k)s get us to do the right thing 


By STAN CHOE 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — More 
workers are following ex- 
perts’ advice in saving for 
retirement, even when fi- 
nances feel precarious. It’s 
happening because 401 (k) 
plans are using a simple hu- 
man trait to guide us: our 
inclination to do nothing. 
More workers are put- 
ting more money _ into 
their 401(k) accounts, and 
they're more often putting 
it into a reasonable mix of 
investments. That’s accord- 
ing to Vanguard's latest 
look at the nearly 5 million 
accounts of 401(k) and 
similar plans that it keeps 
records on. 

Even amid heavy uncer- 
tainty about the economy 
last year, retirement savers 
socked away an average 
of 7.3% of their pay, not in- 
cluding employer matches, 
according to Vanguard. 
That's the same level as a 
year earlier, when the pan- 
demic first struck and threw 
everything into doubt. And 
it's up from 6.9% in 2012. 
Vanguard recommends 
workers save 12% to 15% 
of their pay, including any 
employer match. 

More than four out of five 
workers eligible to con- 
tribute to their 401(k) were 
doing so last year, at 81%. 
That also held steady from 
a year earlier, and it was up 
from 74% in 2012. 

The reason for the resilien- 
cy? In many cases it was 
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New $1 bills with the signatures of U.S. Treasurer Jovita Carranza and Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin are cut and stacked at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing in Washington, Nov. 15, 


2017. 


because employers made 
the moves for them. 

Over the years, employers 
have become more likely 
to enroll workers automati- 
cally into the 401(k) plan. 
Employers have also been 
starting workers off con- 
triputing higher amounts, 
again automatically. 

And as the years roll on, 
plans are set to automati- 
cally increase the percent- 
age of those contributions. 
Last year, a quarter of all 
Vanguard 401(k) accounts 
saw a boost in contribu- 
tions because of an auto 
increase. 

Workers can opt out of 


such measures, but now 
they have to take an extra 
step to get out of saving 
for retirement rather than 
to get in. And in the field of 
study known as behavioral 
finance, that can lead to 
better outcomes. In other 
words, inertia wins.”! really 
see the value of it in these 
unusual years, these years 
that have a lot of stress 
and uncertainty where you 
might expect some rever- 
sals of a positive trend, and 
in fact you you don't see it,” 
said David Stinnett, head of 
Vanguard's strategic retire- 
ment consulting group. 

Many workers are also 
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avoiding too-risky or too- 
conservative — investment 
mixes because their savings 
are in a target-date retire- 
ment fund that takes care 
of such decisions — again 
because it’s the automatic 
choice in many plans. 

In part because of that, 
the median 401(k) balance 
rose to $35,345 last year. 
That's up from a median of 
$33,472 a year before and 
from $27,843 in 2012. 

To see how powebrtul inertia 
can be, consider the differ- 
ence in participation rates 
at plans where employers 
automatically enroll work- 
ers into the 401(k) versus 


those where employees 
must sign up themselves. 
The auto-enroll programs 
saw 93% of eligible workers 
save in the 401 (k) last year. 
The participation rate was 
just 66% in plans where 
workers had to volunteer. 
A challenge going forward 
may depend on whether 
the “Great Resignation” 
that’s taken hold across the 
economy continues. 

When workers leave their 
jobs either to move to a 
new one or to retire, they 
can cash out their 401(k) 
balances. Experts discour- 
age this, calling it retire- 
ment “leakage.” 

Not only can a cash out in- 
vite taxes and penalties, it 
also means workers don't 
benefit from the magic of 
compounding their savings 
over the years. 

Such cash outs offen occur 
among lower-income work- 
ers with smaller balances, 
said Amber — Brestowski, 
head of advice and client 
experience for Vanguard 
Institutional Investor Group. 
With millions of workers quit- 
ting their jobs every month, 
the potential for such leak- 
age is increasing. 
Brestowski said Vanguard 
is working with employ- 
ers in hopes of keeping 
cashouts low. The industry 
is also working on ways to 
move workers’ savings from 
their old employer's 401 (k) 
plan to their new one 
to stem leakage, again 
automaticallySl) 


Airlines blast EU plan to expand 
emissions rule for flights 


By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — An avia- 
tion industry group repre- 
senting most major airlines 
criticized the European 
Union’s Parliament on 
Thursday for seeking to ex- 
pand its emissions trading 
system to alll flights depart- 
ing the bloc. 

EU lawmakers voted 
Wednesday that existing 
requirements for airlines to 
buy credits for the green- 
house gas emissions that 
their flights produce should 
be extended to include all 


that leave the 27-nation 
bloc, Norway and Iceland. 
Current rules only apply to 
flights within that area. 

The International Air Trans- 
port Association warned 
Thursday that such a move 
could undermine a sepa- 
rate international agree- 
ment, known as CORSIA, 
that allows airlines to buy 
credits to offset their emis- 
sions. Critics, however, say 
that system isn’t effective 
enough. 

The IATA, which claims to 
represent about 290 air- 
lines accounting for over 


83% of global air traffic, 
said expanding the EU’s 
emissions trading system 
as planned would also 
cause a “serious distortion 
of competition and weak- 
en the global competitive 
position of EU airlines and 
hubs. ““This decision by 
the European Parliament 
is disturbing because it 
endangers international 
cooperation to tackle 
aviation’s climate change 
impacts,” IATA’s director 
general, Willie Walsh, said 
in a statement. 

He urged EU nations to re- 


A cargo Boeing 777 of China Southern Airlines flying from 
Amsterdam to Shanghai is silhouetted against the sun as it flies 
over the village of Podolye, 70 kilometers (43 miles) east of St. 
Petersburg, Russia, on Oct. 11, 2021. 


ject the plan and commit 
to negotiating a global 


~e 


agreement 
emissions.L) 
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on aviation 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 36 Tequila 
1 Accord source 
5 Flag 38 Perfume 
crealor 39 Fishing 
9 Spoken spats 
11 Miltary = 40 Regarding 
info 41 Sibilant 
13 Play summons 
place 
14 Like 
snakes 
15 Owns 
16 Small 
loud- 
speaker 
18 Cralt 
show's 
COUSIN 
20 Slippery 
stuff 
21 “Now you 
—, now 
you don't" 
22 Goes bad 
23 Operated 
24 Matia 
head 
25 Red-ink 
amount 
2f ldots 
29 Go astray 
30 Old news- 
paper 
district of 
New ‘York 
32 Cargo 
workers 
34 Yale 
student 
35 Prefer- 
ences 
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AIGIE|N|TBMLL [UAT | [0 
LIE(D/GlE I M/Ays|[s 
Yasterday’s answer 
8 Choase 
10 Hold up work 
12 Harps 27 Butter 
ancestors unit 
17 Funny 28 Cracks 
fellow 30 Green 
19 Accom- sauce 
plishment 31 Dianne of 
“Parent- 
hood" 
33 Car 
sta! 
37 ue 


DOWN 

1 Turkish 
bigwig 

2 Church 
sights 

3 Bike 
stoppers 

4 Harbor 
craft 

§ Stair part 22 Comer 

G&lnthepast piece 

7 Show 24 Kind 
interrup- of fin 
tions 


26 Beethoven 


25 — 
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One letter stands for another In this sumple. A is used 
for the three Los. 8 for the two (Fs. ete. Single ethers. 
apostraples, the Jength and formation of the words 
are all dims. Each dy the code detters are different. 
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FTC Chair Khan plans key work on kids’ 
data privacy online 


By MARCY GORDON 

AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The head of the Federal 
Trade Commission says the 
agency is pushing a robust 
agenda of actions and 
policies to help safeguard 
children’s privacy online. 
The ongoing work will in- 
clude toughened enforce- 
ment of a long-standing 
law governing kids’ online 
privacy and eyeing the 
algorithms used by social 
media platforms targeting 
young people. 

“Children’s privacy is enor- 
mously important and we 
want to make sure we're 
doing everything we can 
... fo vigorously protect chil- 
dren’s privacy and protect 
them from data abuses,” 
said Lina Khan, who has 
led the consumer-protec- 
tion agency for a year. She 
spoke in an interview over 
Zoom with The Associated 
Press on Wednesday. 
Around the country, par- 
ents’ concern has deep- 
ened over the impact 
of social media on kids. 
Frances Haugen, a former 
Facebook data scientist, 
stunned Congress and the 
public last fall when she 
brought to light internal 
company research show- 
ing apparent serious harm 
to some teens from Face- 
book'’s Instagram platform. 
Those revelations were fol- 
lowed by senators grilling 
executives from YouTube, 
TikTok and Snapchat about 
what they’re doing to en- 
sure young users’ safety in 
the wake of suicides and 
other harms to teens at- 
tributed by their parents 
to their usage of the plat- 
forms. 

The recent tide of mass 
shootings has also high- 
lighted the power of social 
media and its influence on 
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Lina Khan, nominee for Commissioner of the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC), speaks during a Senate Commitiee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation confirmation hearing, 
April 21, 2021 on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


young people. 

The FIC recently warned 
that it will crack down on 
education-technology 
companies if they illegally 
surveil children when they 
go online to learn. The 
agency noted that it is 
against the law for com- 
panies to force parents “to 
surrender their childrens’ 
privacy rights in order to 
do schoolwork online or at- 
tend class remotely.” 

Khan said Wednesday 
the FTC had heard com- 
plaints from parents who, 
when the pandemic struck 
in 2020, had to suddenly 
make that choice. 

The so-called edtech com- 
panies have apps and 
websites that are used by 
hundreds of thousands of 
students in school districts 
around the couniry. The 
children’s online privacy 
law prohibits companies 
from requiring that children 
provide more information 
than is needed, and re- 
stricts Using students’ per- 
sonal data for marketing 
purposes. 

Among a host of other 
enforcement actions, the 
FTC in March’ required 
WW International, formerly 


4/1 


Associated Press 


known as Weight Watch- 
ers, in a settlement to de- 
lete information _ illegally 
collected from children un- 
der 13 as well as algorithms 
developed by the com- 
pany’s weight-loss app for 
children as young as eight. 
The company also paid a 
$1.5 million penalty. 

President Joe Biden 
stunned — official Wash- 
ington about a year ago 
when he installed Khan, 
an energetic critic of Big 
Tech then teaching law, 
as head of the FIC. That 
signaled a tough govern- 
ment stance toward giants 
Facebook (its parent now 
is called Meta Platforms), 
Google, Amazon and Ap- 
ple, which already have 
been under pressure from 


Congress, state attorneys 
general and European 
regulators. 


At 33, Khan is the young- 
est chair in the 107-year 
history of the FTC, an inde- 
pendent agency with five 
commissioners and around 
1,200 employees. 

She carried _ intellectual 
heft, though, that trans- 
lated into political traction. 
Khan burst onto the anti- 
trust scene in 2017 with her 
massive scholarly work as 
a Yale law student, “Ama- 
zon's Antitrust Paradox.” 
She helped lay the founda- 
tion for a new way of look- 
ing at antitrust law beyond 
the impact of big-com- 
pany market dominance 
on consumer prices. That 
school of thought appears 
to have had a heavy influ- 
ence on Biden. () 
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Double whammy: Both farmers and consumers hit by high prices 


A Taliban fighter stands guard as people receive food rations distributed by a Chinese humanitarian aid group, in Kabul, Afghanistan, 


Saturday, April 30, 2022. 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 

ROME (AP) — Food import 
bills will reach a record high 
this year and food markets 
are likely to tighten around 
the world, according to a 
glum new forecast by a 
U.N. food agency. 

The Food Outlook, issued 
twice a year by the Food 
and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion, also found that “many 
vulnerable countries are 
paying more but receiving 
less food” in imports. 

The report issued Thursday 
by the Rome-based agen- 
cy noted that developing 
countries are reducing im- 
ports of cereals, oilseeds 
and meats, reflecting their 
inability to cover the price 
increases. 

The forecast cited “soar- 
ing input prices, concerns 
about the weather, and 
increased market uncer- 
tainties stemming from 
the war in Ukraine,’’ which 
has seen millions of tons of 
grain stuck in silos and un- 
able to be shipped abroad 
from that major agricultural 
exporter due to the Russian 
invasion. 

With Ukraine’s next grain 
harvest due within weeks, 
and no imminent sign of a 
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let-up in the war unleashed 
by Russia on its neighbor, 
the food security of import- 
dependent countries in 
Africa and the Middle East 
could worsen. 

Its forecast points to a “likely 
tightening of food markets 
and import bills reaching 
a new record high,’’ said 
Upali Galketi Aratchilage, 
an FAO economist and 
lead editor of the report. 
The outlook discussed how 
agricultural sectors are 
struggling with rising costs 
of production, especially 
fertilizer and fuel, which 
could trigger further in- 
creases in food prices. 
Russia and its ally Belarus 
are major exporters of fertil- 
izer. But while international 
sanctions against Russia 
for its war against Ukraine 


haven't targeted food ex- 
ports, sanctions regarding 
Russian shipping and insur- 
ance for such shipping has 
complicated logistics for 
Russian farm exports. 
Spiking prices for agricul 
tural production products 
could call into question 
whether the world’s farm- 
ers can afford to buy them, 
wrote FAO experts in mar- 
kets and trade. That sce- 
nario applies to major ex- 
porting countries as well, 
the report said. Some North 
American farmers are 
shifting from maize to soy, 
which requires less nitrogen 
fertilizer, the report noted. 
All these factors point to 
“low (and falling) real pric- 
es for farmers, despite the 
high prices faced by con- 
sumers,’’ FAO said. 
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Based on current condi- 
tions, the situation does 
“not augur well for a mar- 
ket-led supply response 
that could conceivably 
rein in further increases 


in food process for the 
2022/23 season and pos- 
sibly the next,’’ the report 
said.) 
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HEALTH 


vr 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


|\Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
|Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


US 
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Review: Chaos reigns in ‘Jurassic World: Dominion’ 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

The enduring, collective 
love for “Jurassic Park” is 
immensely hard to explain. 
Steven Spielberg's 1993 
film implanted itself into our 
cultural consciousness as a 
kind of platonic ideal of a 
blockbuster. And it wasn’t 
just the 10-year-olds hav- 
ing a formative experience 
at the movie theater. Most 
everyone, it seems, includ- 
ing those who were adults 
at the time and those who 
wouldn't be born for anoth- 
er decade or more, has a 
story about just how much 
that movie means to them. 
It doesn’t even matter how 
many times you watch it, or 
how much better special 
effects get: “Jurassic Park” 
never tarnishes, it just re- 
mains perfectly preserved 
in amber. 

It's hard to fault anyone 
for trying to recapture that 
magic — a filmmaker, a 
studio, or an audience 
looking for a fun time at 
the movies. Even Spielberg 
himself had trouble. But 
now, somehow, we're Six 
movies and three decades 
in and about as far as one 
could get from the spark 
that made that first one so 
special as we supposedly 
bid farewell to the “Jurassic 
World” era with “ Jurassic 
World: Dominion.” 

| can’t say | didn't have 
some real fun with “Domin- 
ion.” There is an exceed- 
ingly well-done motorcycle 


This image released by Universal Pictures show: 


Bryce Dallas Howard, Chris Pratt, Isabella Sermon and DeWanda Wise in a scene from “Jurassic 


World Dominion.” 


chase through the streets 
of Taos, immense pleasure 
in watching Sam Neill, Lau- 
ra Dern and Jeff Goldblum 
together again and the 
fun addition of a hotshot 
pilot played by DeWanda 
Wise. And there is wall-to- 
wall action that makes the 
almost two and a half hour 
runtime go by swiftly. But | 
also can’t say that | didn’t 
burst out laughing several 
times at parts that were not 
designed to be funny. 

“Jurassic World: Dominion” 
is a chaotic mishmash on 
an epic scale and, believe 
it or not, the dinosaurs (who 
look great) are almost be- 


side the point. After the 
events of “Jurassic World: 
Fallen Kingdom,” dinosaurs 
are just...around. There’s 
even a black-market op- 
eration in Taos that is so 
elaborate, you'd think we 
were 30 years into a post- 
dino dystopia and not just 
several years after dinos 
escaped into the wild. But, 
again, “Dominion” isn’t re- 
ally about the dinosaurs. 
It’s about locusts and tech 
giants. 

A company called Biosin is 
the big bad here and it’s 
run by a man named Lewis 
Dodgson (now played by 
Campbell Scott) who, you 
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might recall, was the guy 
looking to buy the embryos 
in the first film. 

Dodgson has’ morphed 
from a sweaty Gordon 
Gekko-type on vacation 
into a Steve Jobs-ian vision- 
ary who is still up to no good 
and after profits. Dern’s Ellie 
Sattler suspects that they're 
behind a locust epidemic 
that’s destroying all the 
food that isn’t grown with 
Biosin seed and decides to 
use it as an excuse to team 
up with Neill’s Alan Grant 
again for the first time in 
years. Conveniently, Biosin 
is also where Goldblum’s 
lan Malcolm is an in-house 


And 
they’re also looking for the 
clone girl, Maisie (Isabella 
Sermon), from the last film. 
She’s been in hiding with 


public — intellectual. 


Owen (Chris Pratt) and 
Claire (Bryce Dallas How- 
ard) for the past few years. 
There is a lot of elaborate 
wheel-spinning and glo- 
betrotting to get everyone 
to the Biosin headquarters 
in the Dolomites, a Bond 
villian complex that’s sur- 
rounded by a dino sanctu- 
ary. 

It's a lot of people too. 
At some points, there are 
eight running from dino- 
saurs together. Oddly, this 
doesn’t have the effect of 
upping the stakes. It’s more 
like watching a tour group 
at an experiential amuse- 
ment park exhibit, which 
might have something to 
do with the lingering prob- 
lem that it may not be fun 
to watch the dinosaurs run 
amok anymore, no matter 
how big they've gotten. 
Colin Trevorrow is back in 
the director's chair and 
shares a writing credit with 
Emily Carmichael, who 
adds value and wit to the 
proceedings, but it’s hard 
to say what it all adds up 
to. It’s fun at times and sil- 
ly at others. But it doesn’t 
course correct enough to 
redeem this franchise or 
bring it back to Earth. “Ju- 
rassic World” started too 
big. There was nowhere to 
grow, except at the box 
office.) 


Jeff Beck appears at the 59th Ivor Novello Awards in London on 


£4 


May 22, 2014, left, and Johnny Depp appears at the European 
premiere of their film, "The Rum Diary," in London on Nov. 3, 2011. 


By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Fresh off 
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his legal battle with his ex- 
wife, Johnny Depp has an- 
nounced that he and leg- 


Johnny Depp and Jeff Beck announce 
new joint album, ‘18’ 


endary guitarist Jeff Beck 
will release an album of 
mostly covers next month. 
The duo’s 13-track album 
is titled “18” and will drop 
on July 15. They said they 
tiled the album after the 
creative outburst they felt 
working together. “We 
would joke about how we 
felt 18 again, so that just 
became the album title, 
too,” Beck said in a state- 
ment. 

The album contains cov- 
ers of The Velvet Under- 
ground’s “Venus In Furs,” 
the Everly Brothers’ ballad 
“Let It Be Me” and Marvin 


Gaye's soul classic “What's 
Going On.” There also are 
versions of Davy Spillane’s 
“Midnight Walker” and two 
songs from the Beach Boys’ 
masterpiece, “Pet Sounds” 
— “Caroline, No” and 
“Don’t Talk (Put Your Head 
On My Shoulder).” 

Depp supplied two origi- 
nals, including “This Is A 
Song For Miss Hedy La- 
marr,” the set's first single. 
The cover of the album — 
a sketch of two young men 
in white T-shirts — was de- 
signed by Beck’s wife, San- 
dra. 

Depp, long a member of 


the rock group Hollywood 
Vampires with Alice Coo- 
per and Joe Perry, started 
recording with Beck in 
2019, and Depp has joined 
Beck’s current European 
tour. 

Earlier this month, a jury 
sided with Depp in his defa- 
mation lawsuit against ex- 
wife Amber Heard, award- 
ing the “Pirates of the Ca- 
ribbean” actor more than 
$10 million and vindicating 
his allegations that Heard 
defamed him by accus- 
ing him of abusing her be- 
fore and during their brief 
marriage.) 


Allyson Felix has ‘no regrets’ after placing 7th in Rome 


ROME (AP) — Allyson Felix 
had "no regrets" after a sev- 
enth-place finish in the 200 
meters of what was likely 
her final Diamond League 
meet Thursday. 

It made no difference to 
Felix — the most decorat- 
ed female track athlete in 
Olympic history who plans 
to retire later this season — 
that she wasn't really com- 
petitive amid an elite field 
at the Golden Gala Pietro 


Mennea. 
Shericka Jackson led a 
Jamaican 1-2 ahead of 


teammate and two-time 
reigning Olympic champi- 
on Elaine Thompson-Herah 
in a meet-record 21.91 sec- 
onds. 

Felix finished more than a 
full second behind Jack- 
son. 

"I'm glad that | came here, 
glad that | got to see every- 
body and I'm looking for- 
ward to the next chapter," 
the 36-year-old Felix said. 
"It's definitely emotional, 
mixed feelings. But no re- 
grets. I'm really grateful for 
all the years | had." 
Jackson pulled away in 
the final 30 meters and fin- 
ished a full stride ahead 
of Thompson-Herah, who 
clocked 22.25 to narrowly 
edge word champion 
Dina Asher-Smith (22.27). 
Jackson failed to advance 
out of the heats at the To- 
kyo Olympics when she 
slowed down too much 
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Allyson Felix of the United States reacts at the finish line of the women's 200-meter competition 
at the Golden Gala Pietro Mennea IAAF Diamond League athletics meeting in Rome, Thursday, 


June 9, 2022. 


before the finish in a miscal- 
culation. 

American sprinter Fred Ker- 
ley was the only man to 
break the 10-second bar- 
rier in the 100, posting a 
season-best 9.92 with a big 


enough margin to start cel- 
ebrating before he crossed 
the finish line. 

The 100 was missing Mar- 
cell Jacobs, the Italian who 
won gold ahead of Kerley 
in Tokyo and then helped 
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Italy to another unexpect- 
ed victory in the 4x100 re- 
lay. 

Jacobs, who is recover- 
ing from a muscular injury, 
was in attendance at the 
Stadio Olimpico to salute 


the crowd, though, as the 
meet celebrated the seven 
Italians who won Olympic 
gold in athletics last year. 
Lorenzo Patta, Eseosa 
Desalu and Filippo Tortu 
— the other members of 
Italy's 4x100 team in Tokyo 
— competed in a 200 that 
was won by Olympic silver 
medalist Kenny Bednarek in 
20.01. 

Gianmarco Tamberi, the 
Tokyo high jump winner, 
settled for third in his home 
stadium as JuVaughn Har- 
rison cleared 2.27 for the 
win. 

Athing Mu, who last year 
became the first American 
woman to win the 800 at 
the Olympics in more than 
a half century, posted a 
world-leading 1:57.01 in 
her first overseas Diamond 
League meet. 

Hirut Meshesha, a 21-year- 
old from Ethiopia, picked 
up her second Diamond 
League win in five days, 
taking the women's 1,500 
by a comfortable margin in 
4:03.79 to follow up her vic- 
tory in Rabat, Morocco, on 
Sunday. 

Also, Slovenia's Kristian Ceh 
took his third Diamond 
League victory of the sea- 
son in the men's discus with 
a meet-record throw of 
70.72; and two-time Olym- 
pic silver medalist Joe Ko- 
vacs of the United States 
won the shot put at 21.85..) 


Angel Hernandez asks appeals court to reinstate suit vs MLB 


NEW YORK (AP) — Lawyers for Angel Herndn- 
dez claim Major League Baseball manipu- 
lated the umpire's evaluations, renewing the 
allegation in an attempt to reinstate the racial 
discrimination lawsuit he lost last year. 
Hernandez's lawyers made the claim in a fil- 
ing Tuesday to the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, trying to overturn the summary judg- 
ment U.S. District Judge J. Paul Oetken grant- 
ed to MLB in March 2021. 

The Cuba-born Hernandez was hired as a big 
league umpire in 1993. He sued in 2017, al- 
leging he was discriminated against because 
he had not been assigned to the World Se- 
ries since 2005 and had been passed over for 
crew chief. 

Hernandez served as an interim crew chief 
from 2011-16, at the start of the pandemic- 
delayed 2020 season and for part of the 2021 
season but has not been made a permanent 
crew chief. 


Citing the 2011-16 seasons, Herndndez's at- 
torneys said in the brief to the appellate court 
that "MLB manipulated Mr. Hernandez's year- 
end evaluations in order to make his job per- 
formance appear worse than it actually was. 
Mr. Hernadndez's year-end evaluations for the 
2011-2016 seasons do not even come close to 
accurately summarizing Mr. Herndndez's ac- 
tual performance in those seasons." 

In an August 2020 brief responding to a simi- 
lar allegation, MLB called the claim "devoid of 
merit.” 

Herndandez's lawyers wrote "the District Court 
failed to follow existent precedent applicable 
to discrimination cases in which the pool of mi- 
nority individuals eligible for promotion is too 
small to yield a statistically significant conclu- 
sion as to disparate impact." 

Kerwin Danley became the first Black crew 
chief in 2020 and Alfonso Marquez became 
the first Hispanic crew chief born outside the 


United States. Richie Garcia, who was born in 
Florida, was the first Hispanic crew chief from 
1985-89. 

Oetken wrote, "Hernandez attempts to rely on 
the inexorable zero,’ or the notion that courts 
should set aside statistical analyses in circum- 
stances where few minorities or women have 
been employed. While the inexorable zero 
may be compelling in the case of a larger em- 
ployer who has hired or promoted no minority 
candidates, it is less compelling in the present 
context, where both the pool of umpires and 
the number of available promotions are small.” 
Oetken in January denied Herndndez's motion 
to alter, amend or vacate his decision, leaving 
an appeal to the circuit court as the next step, 
Hernandez has been at times controversial on 
the field. He had three calls at first base over- 
turned in video reviews during Game 3 of the 
2018 AL Division Series between the New York 
Yankees and Boston.) 
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PGA Tour says Saudi-paid players no longer eligible for tour 


Dustin Johnson of the United States, left, and Phil Mickelson of the United States greet each other on the first tee during the first round 
of the inaugural LIV Golf Invitational at the Centurion Club in St. Albans, England, Thursday, June 9, 2022. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

Dustin Johnson and_ Phil 
Mickelson launched tee 
shots in the Saudi-funded 
golf league on Thursday, 
and it wasn’t long before 
the PGA Tour said its play- 
ers who took part were no 
longer welcome, even if 
they already had resigned. 
PGA Tour Commissioner 
Jay Monahan held a hard 
line on his pledge that play- 
ers could choose one tour 
or the other, but not both. 
Those who had resigned 
from the PGA Tour — 
Graeme McDowell said he 
did so 30 minutes before he 
teed off — were no longer 
eligible on any PGA Tour cir- 
cuit. Those who remained 
members, such as Mickel- 
son, were suspended. 
“These players have made 
their choice or their own 
financial-based reasons,” 
Monahan said in a memo 
to his membership. “But 
they can't demand the 
same PGA Tour member- 
ship benefits, consider- 
ations, opportunities and 
platform as you.” 

lan Poulter said he would 
appeal the ruling. McDow- 
ell said he wanted to “keep 
the high moral ground” by 


resigning to try to keep liti- 
gation to a minimum. He 
thinks suspensions are a 
healthy way to go about 
business. 

Mickelson had nothing to 
say except that he didn’t 
want to talk about the PGA 
Tour in his first tournament in 
four months, only to confirm 
he will play all eight of the 
LIV events, five of which will 
be in the United States. 
When told that people 
were interested in his situa- 
tion, Mickelson replied, “I’m 
very flattered so many peo- 
ple are interested.” 

Still to be determined is 
whether those players are 
ever welcome back. For 
now, Monahan made it 
clear that the suspensions 
include the Presidents Cup 
— the International team 
(countries outside Europe) 
is determined by the world 
ranking. Monahan _ said 
the players who resigned 
will have their names re- 
moved from the PGA Tour 
standings — FedEx Cup 
and Presidents Cup — after 
this week. He said the tour 
will make sure those who 
haven't resigned will not af- 
fect rankings on various lists 
of tour players. 

The USGA already has said 


eligible players can still 
compete in the U.S. Open 
next week. The PGA Tour 
does not run the majors. 
PGA = champion — Justin 
Thomas and four-time ma- 
jor champion Rory Mcllroy 
welcomed the decision 
from the tour stop this week 
at the Canadian Open. 

“| think anybody. that’s 
shocked clearly — hasn’t 
been listening to the mes- 
sage that Jay and every- 
body's been putting out,” 
Thomas said. “They took 
that risk going into it, wheth- 
er they thought it was a risk 
or not. | have great belief 
and great confidence in 
the PGA Tour and where 
we're going and continu- 
ing to grow to, and those 
guys just aren't going to be 
a part of it.” 

Ten players have resigned 
from the PGA Tour, a list 
that includes Johnson and 
Sergio Garcia. Mickelson, 
who has lifetime member- 
ship with 45 PGA Tour titles, 
is among those who has 
not. 

LIV Golf, run by Greg Nor- 
man and funded by Saudi 
Arabia's sovereign wealth 
fund, responded to the 
tour's decision by calling it 
vindictive and divisive. 


Associated Press 


“It's troubling that the tour, 
an organization dedicated 
to creating opportunities for 
golfers to play the game, is 
the entity blocking golfers 
from playing,” LIV Golf said. 
“This certainly is not the last 
word on this topic. The era 
of free agency is beginning 
as we are proud to have a 
full field of players joining us 
in London, and beyond.” 
At issue is players compet- 
ing without a conflicting 
event release from the 
PGA Tour. Players typi- 
cally receive three such 
releases a year for tourna- 
ments overseas. Monahan 
denied releases for the LIV 
Golf Invitational because it 
is an eight-tournament se- 
ries that plans to compete 
directly with the PGA Tour 
in the United States. 

The tour does not allow re- 
leases for events in North 


America. 
“We have followed the 
tournament regulations 


from start to finish in re- 
sponding to those players 
who have decided to turn 
their backs on the PGA Tour 
by willfully violating a regu- 
lation,” he wrote. 

LIV Golf has paid enormous 
signing fees, with The Daily 
Telegraph reporting $150 
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million for Johnson and 
Mickelson declining to dis- 
pute reports he was paid 
$200 million. Both are more 
than Tiger Woods’ career 
earnings on the PGA Tour. 

Norman has said LIV would 
support the players even if 
it wound up in the courts. 
McDowell said some play- 
ers already have spoken to 
lawyers. 

“We haven't been issued 
releases. We feel like we 
should have been issued 
releases. We've done it for 
the last 20 years, operated 
all over the world,” Mc- 
Dowell said. “Listen, we all 
know the situation is about 
something bigger. It’s com- 
petition and it’s not liked. 
They are having to play the 
game the way they feel 
they have to play it, which 
is playing hard ball.” 

The European tour has 
not said whether it would 
suspend its players. It has 
an alliance with the PGA 
Tour commercially, includ- 
ing the first co-sanctioned 
events this year on both 
sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 
The first test for PGA Tour 
players figures to be the 
Travelers Championship in 
Connecticut, the week af- 
ter the U.S. Open. Johnson 
was among those listed in 
the field. 

The LIV. Golf Invitational 
was being streamed on 
YouTube and Facebook. 
Before the opening round, 
Norman said he was thrilled 
to see an effort 30 years in 
the making come to frui- 
tion. 

He tried to start a World 
Golf Tour in the 1990s for 
only the elite players and 
had a TV contract lined up 
until the PGA Tour quashed 
the moment with support 
from Arnold Palmer. That 
circuit never got off the 
ground. 

This one did, with the back- 
ing of riches the likes of 
which golf has never seen. 
Each tournament offers $25 
million in prize money, with 
$4 million for the individu- 
al winner. The PGA Tour’s 
richest event is The Players 
Championship at $20 mil- 
lion. The Canadian Open 
this week, which has five 
of the top-10 players in the 
world, has an $8.7 million 
purse.L) 


